
Flathead County Library System re-
ceived a grant from the National Endow-
ment for the Arts to host The Big Read
in Flathead County.
The Big Read gives
communities the
oppor tunity to
come together to
read, discuss, and
celebrate one of
23 selections from
Amer i can and
world literature.The Big Read in Flathead
County will focus on Jack London’sThe
Call ofTheWild.Activities will take place
throughout the month of October and
will be posted on the Library website:
www.flatheadcountylibrary.org.

“This program is a point of common-
ality where Flathead residents can come
together, share company, celebrate the
joy of reading, and engage in conversa-
tion,” saysKim Crowley, Library Direc-
tor. “I really appreciate the Flathead

County Library Foun-
dation for assisting
the Library with
matching

Mark your calendar

‘Big Read’ comes 
to Flathead Valley

Director’s

See ‘Big Read’ on page 3

After an extensive orientation session 
with State Library and County officials,
the new board held its first meeting
August 28. The board then hit the
ground running, looking forward to
rapid progress for the Library System. 
The board next will hold a planning and
educational retreat to establish direc-
tion and camaraderie. “The County Li-
brary is a wonderful system designed

stnemevorpmisuounitnocedivorpot
in programs and services. As Trustees,
we enjoy serving for the benefit of
our patrons and communities,” says
Chairperson Laura Long.

Notes
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At a recent Flathead County management team meeting, each of the Depart-
ment Directors gave a short report about the state of their respective departments.
After we’d all spoken, the Deputy County Planner said, “So numbers at Solid
Waste are down eight percent and at the Library they’re up 22 percent? What’s
with that?”

Well, we are really, really busy! Our increase in checkouts from July 2007,
compared to July 08 is phenomenal — 22 percent. Historically, in times of eco-
nomic uncertainty, library use increases and garbage deposits decrease.

However,we can’t tie library numbers to the economy alone.Last summer, for
instance, our numbers were up system-wide, even as traffic at our branch libraries
took a plunge (due, in part, to unbearably hot weather and all the fires). People
came to the Main Library in droves,but they stayed away from the branches.So the
22 percent increase takes into account the fact that branch libraries were slower
last July.

The increase in overall library use is also reflective of recent changes within our
libraries.They are less cluttered and more inviting than they have ever been.

See ‘Director’s Notes’  on page 3

We are absolutely
thrilled to participate

in “The Big Read.” We
have a wonderful slate 
of events for all those 
living in the Flathead

Valley!

- Kim Crowley,
Library Director

The new Flathead County Library Board of
Trustees. Left to right, top to bottom: Connie Leistiko
(Kalispell); Laura Long, Chair (Bigfork); Jane
Lopp, Vice-Chair (County-at-Large); Terry Petersen
(Whitefish); Kristi Hatfield (Columbia Falls).

Kim Crowley, Library Director

New library board
focuses on future



For the second year in a row, Park Side Federal
Credit Union has underwritten the Flathead County
Library System Summer Reading Program.

“We haveA LOT of kids who love to read and we are
so proud of each and every one of these young people.
Many thanks go to all of the staff and volunteers who
worked hard to keep everything running smoothly.Well
done, everyone!” says  Librarian Kelly Childreus.

“Catch the Reading Bug” was this year’s summer
reading theme for children from infancy through fourth
grade.Encouraging kids to log hours of reading time, the
library extended the bug theme into children’s programs
such asSpinny Spider Tales, Bring
on the Butter�Áies, a visit from the

“Bug Guy,” and other programs through August.
The summer reading program also targeted teens,grades 6 through

12. Attendance at children’s program sessions at the Main Library,
which had the most participants, averaged a whopping 116 over the
course of the summer. Reading hours rose sharply from 8,155 hours
in 2007, to more than 10,600 this year.

In our concurrentReaders to the Rescue Program, the number of hours
read by participants also jumped: from 4,583 last year, to 7,500 this
year. In recognition of this achievement, the Flathead County Friends of the Library has do-
nated $1,500 to the Flathead County
Animal Shelter.Thanks toReaders to
the Rescue, the lives of many stray or
neglected animals are now much
brighter.

“Many thanks to Mr. Presta and
his staff at Park Side for contributing
75 hours to our children’s program-
ming, and for their generous $6,000
gift, which ensured the continued
success of this summer program,”
says Stewart Harvey,Flathead County
Library Foundation director. “Thank
you for investing in your community
– it pays huge cultural dividends.”

Flathead County 
Library System
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Board of Directors

Roy Beekman, President

Stephanie Christensen,
Vice President

Karen Heuscher, Secretary

Helen Hindersman, Treasurer

Laura Long, Library Board Liaison

Marylane Pannell,
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Barbara Boorman
Margaret Davis
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Kristi Hatfield, Connie Leistiko,
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Jane Lopp, Terry Petersen,
County-at-Large Whitefish

Park Side Federal Credit Union’s sponsorship
fuels Summer Reading Program success

Community-minded
organizations likePark
Side Federal Credit
Union know the value
of proactive education
for our children and
youth.

- Stewart Harvey,
Foundation Director

Flathead County Library System
Board of Trustees

Laura Long, Chairperson
Bigfork
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Got
Internet?
Getnews, renewabook,orcheck forspecial

events anytime. Visit our website at:

flatheadcountylibrary.org



We’ve cleared the shelves of old, unused items so that you can actually get to our
collections.Our children’s program numbers are through the roof — children’s staff
has received training in providing early literacy services and they have streamlined
programs to fit the needs of our youngest visitors. Computer use also is way up, and
visitors to the area regularly thank us for providing free Internet service for them.

But staff members are our biggest asset and it is they who make your visit to the
library more enjoyable. Please stop in to say “Hi,” check out a book or a DVD, and
let us know what you think.

Looking for funding sources for
your nonprofit organization? Need
advice on how to apply for a grant?

Flathead Valley residents now
have free access to valuable fund-
ing resources at the Main Library,
which has joined the Cooperating
Collection of the Foundation Center
of New York.

The project is sponsored by the
Non-Profit Development Partnership
and the Sustainability Fund with as-
sistance from Flathead County Library
Foundation.

Cooperating Collections provide
under-resourced and underserved
populations that need information
and training they can use to become
successful grant seekers. At loca-
tions throughout the country, Coop-
erating Collections offer free access
to the Center’s detailed information
on grantmakers and how to apply
for grants.

The Foundation Center’s core
collection includes The Foundation
Directory Online, with profiles on
80,000 U.S. grantmakers, Foun-
dation Grants to Individuals Online,
print directories, and proposal writing
guides.

Cooperating Collections also
hold training sessions on how to use
these resources to identify potential
funders.

For more information about
Foundation Center resources, visit
www.foundationcenter.org. Or
visit the Main Library for instruction
on how to use this resource.

At Kalispell’s annual summer parade,
on Friday, August 15, library staff and 
volunteers weren’t afraid to “pig out” 
in celebration of the parade theme, “A
Squealin’ Good Time.”

As part of its participation, the Library
flawlessly executed a perfor-
mance of book cart drill team 
maneuvers.

The Library was awarded
a second place ribbon for its 
‘Pig Tales’ theme, costumes, 
and impressive execution of
book cart drills!
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‘Big Read’ coming
continued from page 1

Director’s Notes
continued from page 1

Kalispell’s annual 
summer parade a 
squealin’ good time

Library offers free
access to nonprofit
funding sources

funds for this program and for continuing
to identify partners likeThe Flathead Beacon,
which will provide Big Read coverage.”

The Big Read is an initiative of the National
Endowment for the Arts (NEA) designed to
restore reading as a centerpiece of American
culture. The NEA presents “The Big Read” in
partnership with the Institute of Museum and
Library Services and in cooperation with Arts
Midwest.

Support for The Big Read is provided
by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation. The Big
Read in the Pacific Northwest is supported,
in part, by a grant from the Paul G. Allen
Family Foundation.

For more information about “The Big
Read” please visit www.neabigread.org.

For more information on ways you can
contribute to this program, please contact
the Flathead County Library Foundation
office at (406)758-2469.



Doug Peacock: Humans and Grizzlies in Montana: 
13,000 years of mingled fates
6pm / Saddlehorn Tower, Bigfork

Grizzly Man: film and discussion with Doug Peacock
6pm / KM Theatre, 40 2nd Street East, Kalispell

The Call of the Wild book discussion
4:00pm  / Flathead County Library, Kalispell

The Call of the Wild book discussion
5:30pm  / The Garden Bar, 451 Electric Avenue, Bigfork

The Call of the Wild book discussion
7pm / The Pin and Cue, 6570 US Highway 93 S, Whitefish

Eight Below film
4pm / Flathead County Library meeting room, Kalispell

Jeff Ulsamer: Dog Sled Adventures
6:30pm  / Whitefish Branch Library

The Call of the Wild book discussion
6:30pm  / Columbia Falls Branch Library

Grizzly Man film
2pm / Glacier Discovery Center, Columbia Falls

Eight Below film
4pm / Glacier Discovery Center, Columbia Falls

Teens Read! The Call of the Wild book discussion for teens
4pm / Flathead County Library teen area, Kalispell

Jeff Ulsamer: Dog Sled Adventures
4pm / Glacier Discovery Center, Columbia Falls

Jeff Smith: Enjoying Old Montana Stories in New Ways
3pm / Flathead County Library, Kalispell

Jeff Smith: Enjoying Old Montana Stories in New Ways
2pm / Whitefish Branch Library

Call of the Wild film and discussion
6:30pm / KM Theatre, 40 2nd Street East, Kalispell

Eight Below film
4pm / Whitefish Branch Library

The Call of the Wild book discussion
6pm / Bigfork Branch Library

The Call of the Wild book discussion
7pm / Whitefish Branch Library

Jeff Ulsamer: Dog Sled Adventures
4pm / Flathead County Library, Kalispell

Marty Zajanc: Alaska Walkabout
4pm / Glacier Discovery Center, Columbia Falls

Grizzly Man film
2pm / Whitefish Branch Library

Into the Wild film and discussion
6:30pm  / KM Theatre, 40 2nd Street East, Kalispell

Into the Wild film
6:30pm  /  Glacier Discovery Center, Columbia Falls

Into the Wild film
6:30pm  / Whitefish Branch Library

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT RISHARA FINSEL AT 758-2197 (rfinsel@flathead.mt.gov) OR YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY

THE B IG READ
The Call of the Wild Calendar of Events

www.flatheadcountylibrary.org

Oct. 5

Oct. 6

Oct. 8

Oct. 9

Oct. 11

Oct. 14

Oct. 16

Oct. 17

Oct. 29

Oct. 28

Oct. 27

Oct. 25

Oct. 24

Oct. 23

Oct. 22

Oct. 21

Oct. 20

Oct. 18

Oct. 15

For the little ones...
They may not be able to read Jack London yet, but children can still participate in The
Big Read. Wolves, Alaska and its animals, sled dogs and Klondike gold will be the themes 
of storytimes in October.
Bigfork: Wednesdays @ 10:00 am�‡  Columbia Falls: Wednesdays @ 10:30 am
Kalispell: Tuesdays & Wednesdays @ 11:00 am�‡Whitefish: Thursday @ 1:00 pm



In June, the First Best

PlaceTask Force,a Colum-

bia Falls nonprofit, pur-

chased the vacated First

Citizens bank building on

the original town square

of Columbia Falls for con-

version into a new branch

library facility. As an anchor tenant for the

Discovery Square uptown development proj-

ect, the new library will meet the predicted

needs of the community through 2025.The

combined space of the new facility will be

approximately 8,600 square feet (including

public meeting spaces) with the ability to

expand as needed in the future.

Key features of the new branch include

designated areas, including a special teen

lounge, the Pulitzer prize winning collection

from Mel Ruder, a digital archiving project

to preserve local historic documents and

artifacts,and a living/relaxing space to exem-

plify the library’s mission to be a“living room

of the community.” There is also a fantastic

The Flathead County Library

Foundation is in the midst of a

“standards of excellence” review

process to evaluate its current and

proposed policies as well as opera-

tional standards.

Currently, the Foundation Board

of Directors has engaged a nonprofit

attorney and a nonprofit CPA to con-

duct reviews and provide feedback

and suggestions for efficiencies and

capacity building.

According to Board President,

Roy Beekman, “We want to make sure

we take every possible step to build

confidence in our current and future

donors. We want to let them know

we are pursuing best practices, that

we have all the internal controls in

place to properly care for gifts of any

size; from an annual gift of support

to a transformational gift which will

have a major impact on the library

for years to come. Just like the other

Foundation donors, and as library

patrons too, we want to make the

Library better.”

Those who wish to may

send a gift to the Foundation

at:

247 First Avenue East

Kalispell, MT  59901 

Or call the Foundation office at

758-2469 to discuss bequest gifts

or estate planning options.

Sign up for free computer 
classes at your local branch

Fall 2008 

Columbia Falls library branch is new anchor
tenant at Discovery Center development

children’s area designed to emphasize early

literacy through interactive furniture, custom

built centers for motor and cognitive skill devel-

opment and coordinated displays and themes.

The cost estimating and spatial design pro-

cesses are underway with Grover and Company

providing architectural guidance and services.

As anchor, the Library now has huge eco-

nomic, social, and educational impacts as part

of a well-planned vision. The collaboration

by the Library, the Flathead County Library

Foundation, and the Task Force is a model for

combining resources, initiative, and skill sets

from government, local nonprofit,and regional

nonprofit entities.The synergies of this project

will be a model for collaborative successes in

Flathead County.

The Foundation:
Achieving Excellence

The F la thead
County Library offers

free computer classes at the
main library in Kalispell, and at the

branches in Bigfork, Columbia Falls, and
Whitefish.

Classes begin with the basics of Micro-
soft Windows, word-processing, spread-
sheets, Internet and search engines, email

and the free resources offered through
www.flatheadcountylibrary.org.

Beginner and intermediate users will ben-
efit from these classes. Formal instruction is
one hour per class,with an optional 30 minutes
for questions or practice time.

Call Brett Fisher at 758-5814 to get on the
list for the next session at your local library.
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Friends of the Library
Membership Form

________________________________________
Name (please print)

________________________________________
Street Address

________________________________________
City State

_________________ ________________
Zip Code Telephone Number 

________________________________________
Email Address

Please complete this form, attach a check or
money order for $10, and mail, or bring to:

Friends of Flathead County Libraries
247 First Avenue East

Kalispell, Montana 59901-4598

(406) 758-5820 

Flathead County 
L i b r a r y  F o u n d a t i o n 
247 First Avenue East
Kalispell, Montana  59901-4598

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Kalispell, MT

Permit No. 121

Spotlight On...
Friends of the Library to host 
annual used book sale Oct. 3-5

Bigfork          Columbia Falls Kalispell          Marion          Whitefish�a �a �a �a

The Friends of Flathead County Library
hosts its annual used book sale on October
3-5 at Kalispell Center Mall (near Herberger’s
Department Store). Volunteers have collected
and sorted thousands of donated books in good
condition.

Books will be sold for $1 an inch on Friday
and Saturday. On Sunday, the price will be $2
a bag. Proceeds from the sale will support

our Flathead County Library
System in Kalispell, Bigfork,
Columbia Falls, Whitefish and
Marion.

For more information or
to donate books, callMary-
lane Pannell, 257-5793. 

8 am - 10 pm,
Friday, October 3

10 am - 6 pm,
Saturday, October 4

11 am - 4 pm,
Sunday, October 5

nearHerberger’s

Last year’s book sale was a huge success!


