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Friends of the Flathead County Library Make Record-Setting
Donation

Proceeds Support Library Programs, Promotes Literacy, and Strengthens Community

Kalispell, MT — After a very successful September book sale, the Friends of the Flathead
County Library voted to increase their annual donation to the Flathead County Library
system to $17,000 - up $5,000 from last year. This is in addition to the $5k raised during
the Greatfish Community Challenge earlier this year. The funds will directly benefit
children’s programming and other community-focused library services across Flathead
County.

Held September 18-21, the 2025 Friends of the Flathead County Library Annual Book Sale
once again drew hundreds of eager readers and book lovers to their pop-up space in the
Kalispell Center Mall. “It's always inspiring to see how much our community values books
and learning,” said Jill Carlberg - Friends President. “This year’s record-breaking success
shows how deeply people care about supporting literacy and keeping our libraries strong.”

Over the course of the year, the Friends collect and sort donated books in the Lions Park
cabin, rented from the City of Kalispell. The Western Building Center donates people power
and a truck to help set up the west end of the Center Mall for the sale. After the sale, the
Flathead High School football team typically lends a helping hand by moving boxes of
leftover books to appropriate locations. If any books are unsold at the conclusion of the
four-day event, the Friends continue to pay it forward by donating to the Flathead Food
Pantry and other local groups. The space in the Center Mall is graciously provided to the
Friends free of charge.

The book sale is truly a community endeavor and has become a cornerstone annual event,
an opportunity to share the love of reading while ensuring that our libraries can continue to
offer creative, educational programming for all ages. According to Teri Dugan - Library
Director, “Funds from the sale support initiatives like storytimes in the libraries, Sensory
Saturdays, new library carts, and annual MLA memberships for staff. Every dollar raised
translates into strengthening library infrastructure and providing opportunities for kids to
discover the joy of learning.”

Research consistently shows that access to books in the home is a key predictor of a child’s
academic success, vocabulary development, and even future career opportunities. By
keeping books in homes and in hands, the Friends of the Flathead County Library are
helping build a foundation for lifelong learning.

“The book sale isn’t just about fundraising—it’s about connection,” said Tony Edmundson -
Public Services Librarian. “It brings together people who love stories, ideas, and community.
We see families, teachers, and neighbors all coming together for a common cause: making
sure everyone has access to books and the opportunities they bring.”



About the Friends of the Flathead County Library

Founded in 1984, the Friends of the Flathead County Library is an all-volunteer nonprofit organization
dedicated to supporting and enhancing library services throughout Flathead County. Through
advocacy, fundraising, and community events, the Friends help ensure that the libraries remain
vibrant centers for learning, creativity, and connection. The organization became a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
in 2020, and donations are tax-deductible.
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A large table of fiction books on display at the Friends of Flathead County Library Book Sale.



